





SOFTWARE RELEASE POLICY GUIDANCE MEMORANDUM


(PUBLIC DOMAIN)








Note:	This guidance does not apply to release of software pursuant to a cooperative research and development agreement (CRDA) under 15 U.S.C. 3710a, a license agreement, or other written agreement containing specific terms and conditions regarding use.








The Directorate of Freedom of Information and Security Review, Assistant to the Secretary of Defense Public Affairs, has determined that software is considered to be information for Public and is subject to the clearance requirements of DoD 5230-9 “Clearance of DoD Information for Public Release” and AFI 35-205 “Air Force Security & Policy Review Program.”  Software includes but is not limited to the system functional design, logic flow, algorithms, application programs, operating systems and support software for design, implementation, test, operation, diagnosis and repair.








The following guidelines shall be observed in clearing software for public release:





	a.	Software clearance shall be handled at the lowest level of review able to competently evaluate the software and its public release affect.  Policy interpretation should be referred to the next higher level of authority.  ASC requires all requests, including requests by contractors, to be approved by directors of program offices and laboratory directorates or their designated representatives.





	b.	All request for software release clearance must include manuals or other


documentation which describe the function(s) of the software.





	c.	Requests must be limited to non-sensitive research and development software, having no restrictions either to object (applications) or source code, and which may be marked “Approved for Public Release:  Distribution Unlimited.”





	d.	Software or documentation protected by copyright, or in which the Government has Restricted Rights, Limited Rights, or government Purpose Rights, may only be released with the written permission of the software owner.





	e.	Software submitted for release clearance may be subject to decompiling, listing and analysis to verify certification statements.




















	f.	All software submitted for release clearance shall contain the following disclaimer (in uppercase) prominently marked on any software packaging and documentation, and displayed, if possible, by the software:





	THIS SOFTWARE AND ANY ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION IS RELEASED “AS IS.”  THE U.S. GOVERNMENT MAKES NO WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, CONCERNING THIS SOFTWARE AND ANY ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  IN NO EVENT WILL THE U.S. GOVERNMENT BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES, INCLUDING ANY LOST PROFITS, LOST SAVINGS OR OTHER INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE USE, OR INABILITY TO USE, THIS SOFTWARE OR ANY ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION, EVEN IF INFORMED IN ADVANCE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.”





